
Weak Hebrew Verbs - Final h 

Dennis Bratcher 
Basic quidelines: 1. without suffix, final he is retained with characteristic vowels 
 2. before consonantal suffix, the final he appears as a yod 
 3. before vocalic suffix, the final he elides 
 
The lexical form of these verbs is with a final he, but originally the final letter was a yod which reappears in 
certain forms.   
 

A. When he is the last element of a final he verb (without suffixes), it occurs with 
characteristic base vowels:  Perfect hf   Imperfect he   Imperative h"  (Note the one 
exception in B below) 

Qal Perfect, 3rd masc sing: √ hyh → hfyfh  
Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: √ hyh → hey:hiy  
Piel Imperfect, 1st sing: √ h&( → he>a(A)  
Qal Imperative, 2nd masc sing: √ ht$ → het:$it → het:$ → h"t:$  

 

B. In Qal passive participle, final he always appears as the original yod. 

Qal Passive Participle, masc sing: √ hnb → hUnfb → yUnfb  
Qal Passive Participle, fem sing: √ hnb → hfhUn:b → hfyUn:b  

 

C. Before consonantal suffixes, final he appears as the original yod and contracts to 
become part of a long vowel, either yi   y"   or  ye  . 

Qal Perfect, 1st sing: √ hlg → yiT:hal:fg → yiT:yalfg → yiTyilfg  
Niphal Perfect, 1st sing: √ ht$ → yiT:hat:$in → yiT:yat:$in → yiTy"t:$in  
Qal Imperfect, 2nd/3rd fem plur: √ hnb → hfn:hon::bit → hfn:yon:bit → hfnyen:bit  

 

D. Before vocalic suffixes, final he elides (note the one exception in E below). 

Qal Perfect, 3rd plur: √ hlg → Uh:lfg → Ulfg  
Qal Imperative, 2nd fem sing: √ hlg → yih:l:git → yih:l:g → yil:g  
Qal Imperfect, 2nd masc plur: √ hnb → Uh:n:bit → Un:bit 
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E. 3rd fem sing perfect forms add a tav to connect the feminine suffix and distinguish it 
from the masculine form.  
Qal Perfect, 3rd fem sing: √ hlg → hfh:lfg → hfy:lfg → hft:lfg 

 

F. The final he elides in shortened forms (consecutive imperfect and jussive).  
The most common of these shortened forms are: 
√ hyh → yih:y or yih:Yaw   √ hnb → }ebiYaw √ hl( → la(aYaw 
√ h)r → ):raYaw  √ h&( → &a(aYaw √ hn( → }a(aYaw 
√ hrh → rahaTaw √ hkb → |:b"Yaw  √ ht$ → :T:$"Yaw 

 

G. The infinitive construct replaces the final he with tO- in all stems. 
Qal Infinitive Construct: √ hlk → tOl:k  
Hiphil Infinitive Construct: √ hnp → tOn:pah  
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