
Weak Hebrew Verbs - Hollow Verbs 

Dennis Bratcher 
Basic guidelines: functionally biconsonantal, long middle vowel often does not occur 
 repeats last letter when stem normally doubles the middle radical 
 

A. Lexical form is the Qal Infinitive Construct to show the middle vowel. 

Qal Infinitive Construct: √ gwn → gUn  
Qal Infinitive Construct: √ jyc → jyic  

 

B. Qal perfect does not show the middle vowel, and is usually pointed with an ‘a’ vowel. 

Qal Perfect, 3rd plural: √ bw$ → Ubf$  
Qal Perfect, 1st sing: √ )wb → yit:)fb → yit)fb  
Qal Perfect, 1st sing: √ twm → yit:tam → yiTam  

 

C. Qal imperfect uses patah as thematic vowel and conjugates on the analogy of a strong 
verb; a few take stative forms and use sere as the thematic vowel. 

Qal Imperfect, 1st sing: √ {wq → {Uqf)  
Qal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: √ $wb → $Ob"y  

 

D. Niphal conjugates on the analogy of a strong verb:  in the perfect, the nun prefix uses 
patah as thematic vowel, often with an 'o' vowel following; in the imperfect the nun 
prefix assimilates to the following consonant. 

Niphal Perfect , 3rd masc sing: √ {wq →{Uqfn  
Niphal Perfect , 2nd masc sing: √ {wq →ftomUq:n  
Niphal Imperfect, 2nd fem sing: √ {wq → yimUq:nit→ yimUq:qit→ yimUQit  
Niphal Infinitive Construct: √ {wq → {Uq:nih → {Uq:qih → {UQih  

 

E. Hiphil conjugates on the analogy of a strong verb, with sere as the thematic vowel of the 
Hiphil perfect prefix, and patah as the thematic vowel of Imperfect prefixes. 

Hiphil Perfect, 3rd fem sing: √ {wq → hfmyiq"h  
Hiphil Imperfect 3rd masc sing : √ twm → tyimfy  
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F. Hophal does not show the middle vowel and conjugates on the analogy of an initial yod 
verb with shureq, or more rarely qibbuts, as the thematic vowel of both the perfect and 
imperfect, 

Hophal Perfect, 3rd masc plural: √ twm → Ut:mUh (or Ut:muh)  
Hophal Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: √ twm → Ut:mUy (or Ut:muy)  

 

G. Piel, Pual, and Hitpael present special problems, since they need to double the middle 
radical.  Instead, the last radical is reduplicated and the word uses a long 'o' vowel.  
These forms are given special names to indicate these changes.  The characteristic 
vowels of the imperfect prefixes are retained.  These forms are not common in hollow 
verbs. 

Polel (Piel) Imperfect, 3rd masc sing: √ {wq → {"mOq  
Polal (Pual) Imperf, 2nd fem plural: √ {wq → yim:mOq:t  
Hitpolel (Hitpael) Imperf, 3 mas sng: √ {wq → {"mOq:tiy  

 

H. The four most common hollow verbs occur hundreds of times in the Hebrew Bible.  Note 
the participle and infinitive forms of these words: 

√ )wb  Inf Construct→ )Ob  Participle→ )fb  
√ twm  Inf Construct→ tUm  Participle→ t"m  
√ {y&  Inf Construct→ {yi&  Participle→ {f&  
√ bw&  Inf Construct→ bU&  Participle→ bf$  

 

I. Some hollow forms conjugate on the analogy of geminate verbs or in an irregular 
manner.  These cannot be predicted and simply must be dealt with as they are 
encountered. 
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