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Old Testament History & Religion
BIB 101, - Fall, 2006  Section 6 (MWF)
Point Loma Nazarene University - Dennis R. Bratcher, Professor

Interpretation Project 3: The Writings
Due: Friday, December 8
As you read the biblical passages in the Writings, consider the following Questions for Discussion and Reflection. Write a paragraph or two for each answer. (you may use the back, but it would probably be better to attach your own typed paper).
 AUTONUM    Keeping in mind fee and Stuart’s discussion and guidelines for interpreting proverbial material in the Bible, reread Proverbs 3:1-18. What parts of this passage are figurative, metaphorical, or hyperbolic (exaggerated for emphasis)?  In light of F&S’s statement that “proverbs are not guarantees from God but poetic guidelines for good behavior,” what do verses 5-10 communicate?

 AUTONUM    What are the main points of Psalm 51?  Why do you think this psalm has been so important through the years of history?  What does it offer to people today?  How could it apply to your life?

 AUTONUM    What message was God trying to communicate to Job in chapters 40:1-42:6?  Did Job get the message?  What do you think the message was?

 AUTONUM    What does the author of Ecclesiastes mean when he says that all is vanity?  Do you think finally he was an optimist or a pessimist about life?  Why?  What is the value of having Ecclesiastes in the Bible since it contains so much pessimistic material?

 AUTONUM    Based on your reading in Ezra and Nehemiah what problems (spiritual and otherwise) did the Jews have at that time?  What steps did Ezra and Nehemiah take to solve them?  What application can you draw for our day and time?

 AUTONUM    Based on Proverbs 5-7 and what you read of Song of Solomon summarize the view of sexual love and sexual purity taught in these books.   How applicable is that teaching in today's world?
